Discover whether Manor Gardens is the right fit for your child
and give yourself peace of mind !
Choosing the right school for your child can be stressful. This information guide lays out the
elements of what makes Manor Gardens unique so that you can make an informed decision.

Every school has individual and distinct cultures and teaching philosophies. It is
important that you have a good understanding of both so that you know what you
are saying yes to.
An important question to ask yourself is:

Do the culture and the teaching philosophies align with my expectations?

#1. Small School
We’re a small school. The benefits of a small school go far beyond academic achievement and
test scores. Small schools present unique opportunities for social- emotional growth, relationship
building and high expectations both in and out of the classroom.


Children at small schools develop strong relationships with their peers and their teachers



Children are known and appreciated as a whole person



Close peer relationships help children feel safe and included



Strong child-teacher relationships help children feel comfortable taking risks both
academically and socially which can lead to greater social-emotional development



Children are more likely to be highly engaged in their school community leading to a sense
of personal responsibility for the community. They demonstrate confidence in helping their
peers’ problem solve, resolve conflicts and work in teams



Children internalize values of care and respect and model a critical and engaged citizenship

#2. Child-Centered
We place the child at the centre of the learning process in which they are active participants not
passive recipients.


Small class sizes mean teachers are able to better know the academic strengths and
weaknesses of each child and tailor their instruction accordingly



Because teachers are able to know their children better they have higher expectations for
them and are able to provide the support children need to meet those high expectations by
collaborating with colleagues, maintaining consistent professional development and having
regular contact with parents

#3. Distinct Teaching Philosophies
The CAPS curriculum is a framework that guides our learning programme. The delivery of the
CAPS curriculum is rooted in four distinct approaches, namely:

Social Constructivist approach
Social constructivism teaches that all knowledge develops as a result of social interaction and
language use, and is therefore a shared, rather than an individual, experience.


Constructivist learning attaches as much meaning to the process of learning as it does to the
acquisition of new knowledge



The process of learning requires that the learner actively participate in creative activities and
self-organization



The classroom is viewed as a community for discussion and exchange of ideas

Psycho-linguistic approach to reading


Reading is defined as the process of creating meaning with print



Importance of reading for comprehension; meaning comes first. Children learn to read as a
whole



A proficient reader uses a variety of strategies to construct meaning during the process of
reading. These include: using knowledge and contextual clues to predict and infer,
monitoring comprehension, and employing fix-up strategies when comprehension breaks
down

Language Across the Curriculum (LAC) approach

An LAC approach is one that integrates language learning and content learning. Language
cannot be effectively learnt without a context while learning in all subjects is dependent upon
language.


Language and content are closely interrelated



We teach through themes that integrate language and content subjects



We do not compartmentalise content into History, Geography and Science



Content subjects provide a context for language



Effective language development facilitates the learning of content subjects



We integrate language and content

Teaching Maths through Problem-Solving approach
This approach uses problems, questions, or tasks that are intellectually challenging and invite
mathematical thinking through both mathematical content and mathematical processes.


Problem-based tasks or activities are the vehicle by which the desired curriculum is
developed



Learning is an outcome of the problem-solving process



Working on problems allows us to access the content, the curriculum, the ideas and concepts
and skills we are working on

#4. Non-competitive & Inclusive


Creates a positive learning environment of safety and security



Raises achievement



Builds positive relationships among children - crucial for creating a learning community that
values diversity



Provides experiences that develop both good learning skills and social skills



Encourages healthy self-esteem



Promotes participation

#5. Eco-Friendly
Relationships are at the very heart of the Manor Gardens culture and we include our relationship
with the physical environment in this. The physical environment is a setting designed to be not
only functional but also beautiful and reflective of the child’s learning. Our physical environment
is a reflection of our values.

Choosing a school will depend on what’s important to you and your child. Are you looking for a
school with a balanced sporting and academic approach, or one with strengths in artistic and
musical areas, or in science and maths? An environment with a strong academic focus might be
important to you, or perhaps one that teaches your child more about your religious views.

Step 1: Understand your child
Determine what type of student your child is and what environment s/he will most likely succeed
in.
Before thinking about the features of any particular school, begin by looking at your child's needs,
strengths and overall personality.
Just because you went to a particular school or type of school doesn't mean it's right for your
child. Always consider the specific needs of the child.

Step 2: Make a List
Armed with a better understanding of your child, the next step is to evaluate both the child's
needs and the needs of your family.
Your personal values. Does the school’s culture and values fit with your family values and family
life?
Your child’s needs. What will work best for your child’s personality, strengths, needs and
interests?
School size. What size is likely to suit your child best?
Facilities. Does the school have the facilities to support your child’s learning – playgrounds,
library etc?
What about the school’s performance in other areas?

Create a list of five things that are most important to you and your child in your choice of a
school. As you go through the school selection process, think about this list. You might want to
add to or revise it as you gather more information.

